CDC Activities, Georgia HCV Elimination
August 2020


Activities and findings:
1. New Strategy 
The CDC team has finalized the suggested structure for the Strategy/Implementation Plan for the Elimination of Hepatitis C and B in Georgia 2021-2025. The CDC team will be supporting the planning and organizing of a two-day meeting/workshop on the Strategic Plan for the Elimination of Hepatitis C and B in Georgia, 2021-2025, which is tentatively scheduled at the end of September.
The first day will be dedicated to finalizing the draft of the strategy in the working groups and the second day the working groups will present their outline for each strategic direction. Additionally, there will be several hours where all interested stakeholders may attend in an online format and participate in the discussion.
The following priority topics will be discussed at the meeting:
Development of the 2021-2025 strategic plan for hepatitis C elimination
Inclusion of Hepatitis B
Integration into the Universal Health Care Program.
2. Embassy communication hepatitis updates on HCV
The CDC Tbilisi team is attending regular monthly meetings with the DCM sharing updates on the HCV elimination program. Major updates including the new strategic plan and scheduled meeting, The Centre of Excellence website launch, (https://centre-of-excellence.easl), The Scientific Committee meeting held on July 2, 2020, World Hepatitis Day Webinar 27 July 2020, and World Hepatitis day 2020 updates were shared with DCM
3. The Digital International Liver Congress 2020
The EASL Digital Congress was held on August 27-29, 2020. There were two oral presentations from Georgia: 1) Progress towards achieving hepatitis C elimination in the country of Georgia, April 2015-October 2019, by Dr. Tengiz Tsertsvadze; and 2) Center of Excellence in Georgia: An update from National CDC, by Dr. Amiran Gamkrelidze. Additionally, there were Georgia HCV Elimination Program poster presentations including:
1. Progress in hepatitis C testing as a part of the hepatitis C elimination program in Georgia
2. Economic evaluation of the hepatitis C virus screening and treatment program in Georgia
3. HCV care cascade of PWID enrolled in methadone substitution treatment program in Georgia - is this the first group of population in which hepatitis C will be eliminated in Georgia?
4. The head-start project Georgia: a three-armed, cluster, non-randomized trial of the effectiveness of two novel models of HCV confirmatory testing in harm reduction sites (HRS) in Georgia
5. Management of hepatitis C in primary healthcare in the country of Georgia
6. The impact on mortality of a national hepatitis C elimination program, Georgia, 2015-2019


